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WILDFIRE HAZARDS 

Wildfire hazards in California are very real and not something new, 

hazardous smoke alone can be from fires miles away. It is very 

important that personal responsibility is taken having your own 

emergency preparedness action plan in place including knowing 

what your counties emergency action plan is for wildfires  

At work and at home, what is your emergency: evacuation plan, 

communication plan with work and family, power outage preparedness, 

prescriptions, papers, personal needs, priceless items and pets? 

 

 How can I determine if the air is unhealthy?  

Visit your local air district control board website that can be found by going to 

https://ww3.arb.ca.gov/capcoa/dismap.htm  

AQI over 101 can be unhealthy for sensitive groups. If the AQI is over 150, then the air is unhealthy 

for the general population. There are AQIs for several air pollutants. For wildfire smoke, use the AQI 

for PM2.5, which is measurement of fine particles in the air. 

 There is wildfire smoke in the area and employees who are working outdoors are asking for 

respirators. Am I required to provide them and provide them with training on how to safely 

use them? 

Where the current AQI for PM2.5 is 151 or greater, but does not exceed 500, employers must 

provide respirators to all employees for voluntary use in accordance with section 5144 and 

encourage employees to use respirators. If employees are complaining about smoke at lower AQI 

levels we still encourage you to provide respirators upon request. Employers must also train 

employees on wildfire smoke hazards, the protections available, and how to use respirators using 

section 5141.1 Appendix B. 

 Employees work in an office building nearby wildfires, how can I determine if the air is safe to 

breathe? 

If the building has a central ventilation system that filters the air, windows and other openings are 

kept closed, and the doors are kept closed except when people enter or exit, the air quality should be 

safe. If there are still concerns with the air quality, portable air cleaners can provide additional 

protection. Follow the manufacturer's instructions and use air cleaners that are certified by the 

California Air Resources Board. 

 

For more frequently ask Question concerning Cal-Osha and Wildfire Hazards go to: 

https://www.dir.ca.gov/dosh/wildfire/wildfire-faq.html  

www.ready.gov/ build-a-kit. 

https://ww3.arb.ca.gov/capcoa/dismap.htm
https://www.dir.ca.gov/title8/5144.html
https://www.dir.ca.gov/title8/5141_1b.html
https://www.dir.ca.gov/dosh/wildfire/wildfire-faq.html

