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Maybe it’s homage to the 

rockets’ red glare, but 

Americans love to light up 

things that go boom in honor 

of their nation’s birth. The 

unfortunate collateral damage 

can be serious injury and even 

death to celebrants. Prior to 

1950, few states regulated 

fireworks, but concern about 

the number of injuries 

prompted enactment of laws 

across the country. According 

to the U.S. Consumer Product 

Safety Commission, in spite of 

these laws, from June 17 to 

July 17 every year, an 

average of 200 people a day 

shows up in emergency rooms 

with firework-related injuries. 

Most of those injured are 

children. Injuries to eyes and 

fingers are most common and 

more than half of the injuries involve 

burns. 

 

Even the lowly sparkler, bane of every 

young child’s Fourth of July 

experience, burns at 2,000 degrees 

Fahrenheit. That temperature will melt 

metal, so it certainly will severely burn 

and scar skin, causing tremendous 

pain and trauma to the burn victim. In 

fact, sparklers are the number one 

cause of reported injuries due to 

fireworks.  

 

Federal Law 

 

The federal government regulates 

fireworks under the Hazardous 

Materials Transportation Act (49 

U.S.C. 1801) and the Federal 

Hazardous Substances Act (15 U.S.C. 

§ 1261). But, the federal government 

allows the states to enact their own, 

more stringent laws regulating 

fireworks. Of course, if you are caught 

at the state line with a box of fireworks 

that you bought in Nevada, you fall 

under the jurisdiction of the federal 

regulations concerning transportation 

of fireworks, as well as under the 

California state laws. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

California State Law 

 

California enacted the State Fireworks 

Law in 1973. (Cal. Health & Safety 

Code §§ 12500 and following.) Under 

that law, the state classifies the items 

that qualify as "fireworks," specifies 

who may possess or sell them, and 

dictates when and where they may be 

set off. 

 

Counties within the state may enact 

their own ordinances, and most have. 

These local laws can mirror state law, 

but cannot add to the rules in the State 

Fireworks Law.  

 

What are fireworks? 

 

Under California law, “fireworks” 

include any device containing chemical 

elements that do not require oxygen to 

burn (which normal combustible items 

require); and that produce audible, 

visual, mechanical, or thermal (heat) 

pyrotechnic effects for entertainment. 

(Cal. Health & Safety Code § 12511.) 

Skyrockets, roman candles, rockets, 

sparklers, party poppers, paper caps, 

fountains, and smoke bombs are listed 

in the law as examples of fireworks. 

 

Dangerous fireworks 

 

Private Citizens who are not licensed 

by the state to discharge explosives 

are strictly prohibited from possessing 

and/or discharging (and retailers are 

prohibited from selling) certain 

fireworks that state law lists as 

“dangerous.” These fireworks include: 

Any that contain arsenic sulfide, 

arsenates, or arsenate’s, boron, 

chlorates, gallates or gallic acid, 

magnesium, mercury salts, 

phosphorous, picrate’s or picric acid, 

thiocyanates, titanium, or zirconium 

Firecrackers, skyrockets and rockets 

(anything that shoots up and 

explodes). Roman candles and 

anything that discharges a ball of fire 

into the air chasers (anything that 

darts or travels along ground during 

discharge.) Sparklers that are more 

than 10 inches in length, or one-fourth 

of one inch in diameter. Fireworks 

designed and intended by the 

manufacturer to create the element of 

surprise upon the user (the exploding 

cigar is a classic example). Torpedoes 

of all kinds that explode on impact, 

fireworks kits, and 

other fireworks designated as unsafe 

by the State Fire Marshal.(Cal. Health 

& Safety Code § 12505.) This list 

covers virtually every type of 

fireworks. 

 

What then, you may wonder, can a 

patriotic citizen of California legally 

blow up to celebrate Independence 

Day? Only those labeled “safe and 

sane.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



“Safe and Sane Fireworks” 

 

The California State Fireworks Law 

explicitly defines what is “safe and 

sane”—at least in terms of fireworks. 

The law defines “safe and sane 

fireworks” as any that do not come 

within the definition of “dangerous 

fireworks,” listed above, and that are 

labeled as safe and sane. (Cal. Health 

& Safety Code § 12529.) 

1. Never disassemble or try to make 

your own fireworks. 

2. Don’t point sparklers, or 

fireworks at yourself or others, 

especially while they’re being lit. 

3. Only light fireworks on the 

ground and in areas that are dry 

and fire resistant. 

4. Don’t attempt to light multiple 

devices at the same time. 

5. Never allow young children to 

handle fireworks or sparklers 

unsupervised. 

6. Always keep a portable fire 

extinguisher close by. Also keep 

a water hose or buckets of water 

nearby to put out fires. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Water Activity Safety 
 

As July is one of the hottest months of 

the year, many families turn to water 

activities to beat the heat. However, 

even fun water activities have serious 

risks if the proper precautions aren’t 

taken. 

 

Review safe boating practices. 

 

1. Never consume alcohol while 

driving a boat. 

2. Before boating, always check 

that there are enough life 

preservers on hand for every 

passenger. 

3. Set water safety rules for your 

family. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Swimming pool safety. 

 

Pools should be enclosed completely 

with a fence to restrict access to the 

area. Consider installing wireless 

outdoor sensors that will alert you via 

phone or with a chime inside your 

home if the sensors are activated. 

Keep a first aid kit near the pool. 
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1. Never leave children near water 

unattended. 

2. Teach children to swim. 

3. Teach children to stay away from 

the filter and drains. 

4. Install proper barriers, covers 

and alarms on or around your 

pool and spa. 

5. Know how to perform CPR on 

children. 

 

 

 

 

 

Grilling Safety 
 

Nothing says “It’s 4th of July” better 

than the smell of burgers and dogs on 

the grill. While indulging in these 

American staples, it’s important to 

remember that grills can also be 

dangerous if not used properly.  

 

1. Check gas grill hoses for cracks, 

holes and leaks. 

2. Keep children away from grills.  

3. Never grill indoors, in the garage, 

in any enclosed area or on a 

surface that might catch fire. 

4. Keep the grill at least two feet 

away from decks, siding, 

branches and any outdoor 

equipment that can catch fire 

quickly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hydration 

 

When you’re lying out on the beach 

with your friends or playing 

horseshoes in your backyard with 

family, it’s easy to forget to stay 

hydrated, especially when consuming 

alcohol. According to the American 

Heart Association, “Dehydration can 

be a serious condition that can lead to 

problems ranging from swollen feet or 

a headache to life-threatening 

illnesses such as heat stroke.” They 

recommend that water is the best 

thing to drink to stay hydrated, but 

that doesn’t necessarily mean you 

need to consume gallons of water. 

Choose hydrating snacks, like some of 

the fruits and veggies that have a high 

water content like watermelon, and 

limit your salt intake (avoid sodium-

filled snacks like potato chips, pretzels 

and nuts). Hydration is especially 

important if you’re going to be 

consuming alcohol. Have one glass of 

water for every alcoholic drink you 

consume and stay safe over the 

holiday 

Weaverville, CA96093 

Phone: (530) 623-2322 

www.trindelinsurancefund.com 

P.O. Box 2069, Weaverville CA96093 

Phone: (530) 623-2322 

 


