
 

 

 

SAFETY SPOTLIGHT  

 

 

 

 

HOW OLD ARE YOUR VEHICLES TIRES? 

 

Just because a vehicle tires tread looks good, the actual 
condition of the tire can be in very poor condition creating a 
real safety hazard for you and others on our roadways.  

Here is a quick list of very common vehicles on our roadways that are likely to have outdated or 
hazardous tires.  

 Recreational vehicles i.e. travel trailers and motor homes 
 Utility and boat trailers   
 Seldom driven low annual mileage vehicles 
 fleet/motor pool vehicles 

Here is quick tire safety inspection  

1. Check all tires air pressure.  
Tip: if you are not comfortable doing it yourself, swing by any tire repair shop or auto parts store and 
they usually will be happy to assist)  
 

2. Check all tires for sufficient tread depth and uneven wear 
Tip: Place a penny between the tread blocks of your tire. Place the penny with Lincolns head facing 
you and upside down in the tread. If head is partially or fully covered by the tire tread, your tire has 
enough tread to drive safely.  

                                                                

3. Check for cracking on the tires and side wall damage. 
Tip: Look at the area between the tread blocks and tire side wall to check for cracking. You may find 
fine cracks or wide cracks. If there are fine cracks, this is a normal part of a tire aging, but they 
should be monitored regularly to prevent encountering a dangerous driving situation. 

 
4. How old are your tires? Tire aging is real.  

Tip: Even though a tire may have a lot of remaining tread, its integrity may be compromised. The 
effect of aging may not be visibly detectable. An analysis of crashes in the National Automotive 
Sampling System from 2005-2007 estimates that 90 people die and an additional 3,200 are injured 
each year in crashes in which tire aging was a factor (www.scribd.com/doc/137377038/ NHTSA-
Report-on-tire-aging). Depending on manufacture recommendation, tires age out regardless of wear 
in 6 to 10 years. Go on line or visit a tire repair shop to help determine age of tires.  

                                   


